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This research is aimed to find out whether there is any significant 
improvement of using short stories method in students’ reading 
comprehension on narrative text. The participants for this research were one 
class consisting of thirty two students from the second grade of a junior high 
school in West Java. This research implemented pre-experimental design as 
research method. The data were obtained from the tests involving pre-test 
and post-test in order to know the students’ reading comprehension on 
narrative text before and after using short stories method. Type of the tests 
used was multiple choices in which every test consisted of twenty questions. 
The result of the instruments was analyzed quantitatively using statistical 
analysis. It can be seen in the result of the hypothesis testing through T-Test 
formula in the significance degree (α) = 0.05. The result showed that tobserved 
= 18.198 ≥ tcritical = 2.0395. Therefore the null hypothesis (Ho) of this 
research is rejected and alternative hypothesis (Ha) of this research is 
accepted. Then, the normalized gain of this research is categorized as 
medium with average value 0.45. Based on the result, it could be concluded 
that using short stories method has significant improvement to develop 
students’ reading comprehension on narrative text 
 




Reading is one of the language skills that should be mastered well by every student in 
learning a foreign language,  either  for  academic purposes  or  for 
communicative purposes.  It  is  supported  by Anderson in Khatib (2012) 
stated that reading is the most important instrument for academic settings to be 
mastered. In reading, most of the reading activities in class focus on reading for 
comprehension.  
According to Richards and Renandya (2002) argues that reading for comprehension is the 
primary purpose for reading.   
  Teaching  reading  in  the junior high school is not the same as 
teaching other skills of language. It needs a specific strategy to guide students to be able 
to comprehend the meaning of the text. In reading skill, students have to practice reading 
a lot, and use certain strategies. It means that a good strategy helps the students to 
comprehend the English texts they read. On the other hands, reading in a foreign 
language, in this case English is considered to be difficult for most Indonesian students. 
This is supported by numerous researches that shows the ability of Indonesian students in 
reading English texts was very low (Syatriana, 1998; Hamra, 1993 and 1996; Mardiana, 
1993; Kweldju, 2001; as cited in Syatriana, 2010). Students in junior high school still find 
difficulties in reading English text. For example, when the students read a text, they 
English Education and Applied Linguistics (EEAL) Journal 38 
Vol. 3 No.2, 2020 
 
 
cannot comprehend the text because the text is very long. That is to say, the process of 
comprehension becomes more difficult for EFL learners since it is influenced by 
grammar, vocabulary, and the prior knowledge of the text (Hayashi, 1999). Thus, he 
recommended teachers select texts that stimulate students to read so that the difficulties of 
grammar, vocabulary, and comprehension can be overcome. Yet, this raises a question on 
how to make the students interested in reading English text and how the teacher selects 
the reading material that encourages the students to read. For that reason, the students 
need an interesting technique to improve their reading comprehension. As it is know that 
interesting materials can help students to get a new idea, motivate them in learning and 
encourage them to be active and creative.  
Therefore, reading short stories can be a good learning material to overcome the 
problem above. According to Ghasemi and Hajizadeh (2011) argues that the short stories 
have the unique characteristics that make them very suitable for learners to be used in 
reading comprehension. In addition, reading stories is a great way to improve students’ 
vocabulary and students’ ability in reading comprehension. The reason why choosing 
short stories as materials of reading learning is literary work is often more interesting 
than the text found in course books. It supported by Setyani (2009, as cited in  
Pransiska, 2018) define that the short story is interesting, can also help to stimulate the 
students' curiosity toward the target culture and language. Then, Pardede (2011) stated 
that the short story seems to be the most suitable to use in public school as it has these 
characteristics: it is short; it usually has one plot and a few characters; and there is no 
detailed description about the setting. It is expected that the students will follow the 
storyline easier. Moreover, the story is expected to make the students interested in 
reading it. In addition, the most suitable short stories that can be used to EFL learners is 
narrative text since it tells about an interesting story that can make students enjoy.   
Furthermore, there has been several  researchers  conducted  a 
research  on  improving  reading comprehension.  First,  Masithoh (2017), 
with the title Improving Student’s Reading Comprehension in Narrative Text through 
PictureStories. In this research, a classroom action research was chosen. The research 
analyzed the average score of each test to find out the improvements of students’ reading 
comprehension in narrative texts after the action was conducted.  
The result of the research shows that the implementation of picture-stories could 
improve students’ reading comprehension. It can be concluded that the teacher chose 
picture-stories for comprehending texts as one of the techniques to improve in the 
teaching and learning of reading narrative texts. Second, a study was done by Irma 
(2016). The topic is The Effectiveness of Using Short Story towards Students’ Reading 
Comprehension of Narrative Text. The method used in this study was a quantitative 
method that designed a quasi-experimental. The techniques of collecting data were pre-
test and post-test. The result of the research shows that the use of short story was more 
effective towards students’ reading comprehension of narrative text than without using 
short story. In this research, the writer chooses narrative text, because in curriculum K-13 





The methodology of this research was quantitative method with pre-test and treatment for 
the post-test. According to Creswell (2009) states that:  
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“Quantitative research is a means for testing objective theories by examining the 
relationship among variable. These variables, in turn, can be measured, typically on 
instruments, so that numbered data can be analyzed using statistical procedures. The final 
written report has a set structure consisting of introduction literature and theory, methods, 
result and discussion.”  
The design of this study was a pre-experimental design. Thus, the writer used 
quantitative preexperimental for this research and used pre-test given to measure the 
students’ reading comprehension before they were treatment. Meanwhile, post-test was 
used to measure the students’ reading comprehension after they were taught using 
treatment.  
The research instrument was used in this study is test. There were two kinds of 
tests is used to gain the data. They were pre-test and posttest. However, pre-test was 
conducted before giving the students’ treatment. On the other hand, posttest was 
conducted after giving the students’ treatment by using short story with the several 
procedures of teaching. The tests are conducted to know the significant different before 
and after conducting treatment.  
 According  to Arikunto (2010), “The test was a series of questions or exercises 
and other tools that were used to measure skill, knowledge intelligence, ability or talent 
possessed by individuals or groups”. The writer decided to give test as an instrument to 
students. Based on the research instruments above, the data were being collecting 
through pre-test and post-test.  
  
  The technique used to collect data in this research was test, they are pre-test and 
post-test. Type of the tests is multiple choices. Through this instrument, the data of 
students’ reading comprehension using short stories of narrative text was expected to be 
obtained. First, data was obtained from pre-test. The writer was gave the students 
instructed to answer the questions of 20 multiple choices of some narrative texts in sixty 
minutes. Then, in the next meeting, the students were given a treatment which was a 
material to teach narrative text called short story. Second, the writer gave the test again 
with the same way in pre-test. The question of post-test was 20 multiple choices. In final, 
the writer will gave the final score to find out the influence of using short story on 
narrative text as a teaching material to improve students’ reading comprehension.  
As it has been known that in giving tests to the students, validity and reliability 
were required as the measurement of the test. Validity is the extent to which it measures 
what it is supposed to measure. Meanwhile, reliability refers to the extent to which test 
scores are free of measurement errors. In order to measure validity and reliability of the 
instrument, the writer applied it to the students of different class. The instrument consists 
of 40 questions in form multiple choices. After getting the students’ score, the writer 
analyzed the validity of each questions by using the formula of item analysis in test. After 
the calculation of this test, the writer only used valid and reliable questions to the pre-test 




Based on the research question, this research used quantitative method to answer the 
question. The research question was “Is there any significant improvement of using short 
stories method in students’ reading comprehension on narrative text?” This question was 
hypothesis in this research. Ho there is no significant improvement of using short stories 
method in students’ reading comprehension on narrative text and Ha there is a significant 
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improvement of using short stories method in students’ reading comprehension on 
narrative text.  
Based on the test result, it was found that the average of pre-test score was 59.06. 
After giving treatments using short story method, the average of post-test score was 
75.47. In addition, after comparing the results of pre-test and post-test, it can be 
concluded that using short story method is effective in improving students’ reading 
comprehension on narrative text. Thus, using short story method has effective on 
students’ reading comprehension  
  Before the writer gave a pretest and post-test, the writer gave the test to the other 
students (not participants) to ensure the quality of the instruments. The step was to test 
the validity and reliability of the instruments. Based on the table validity of pre-test, there 
are 20 invalid questions of pre-test and 20 valid questions of pre-test, because all of these 
tobserved > tcritical. Therefore, the writer only used 20 questions for pre-test. Then, 
based on the table validity of post-test, there are 20 invalid questions of post-test and 20 
valid questions of post-test, because all of those tobserved > tcritical. Therefore, the 
writer only used 20 questions for post-test.  
After validity of the test, the writer  had  to  investigate  the 
reliability of the test; the coefficiency of reliability of pre-test was 0,785. Besides, the co-
efficiency of reliability of post-test was 0,766. It showed that the reliability of pretest and 
post-test was high category because reliability of this instrument (r) was between 0.60 ≤ r 
< 0.80.  
 Before testing the hypothesis, the writer analyzed the normal distribution test. The 
purpose of analyzing the normality was to see whether the data got in the research had 
been normally distributed or not. The result of normally can be seen by comparing the 
value of Lmax to Lcritical. According to the criteria of the test, it can be seen in the result of 
pre-test Lmax = 0.1097, Lcritical = 0.157. Thus, the data of pre-test was normally 
distributed. The result of post-test showed that Lmax = 0.0977, Lcritical = 0.157. Thus, the 
data of post-test was normally distributed. It means that all the data in both of data were 
normally distributed.  
After the normal distribution test, the writer used T-test formula in the 
significance degree (α) = 0,05. The result showed that result of tobserved = 18.198, 
tcritical = 2.0395. The data showed that tobserved ≥ tcritical, so the Null Hypothesis (Ho) 
is rejected and Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. It means that there is a significant 
improvement of using short stories method in students’ reading comprehension on 
narrative text.  
 Finally, the result of this study was effective in using short story to improve students’ 
reading comprehension on narrative text. The students’ enhancement on high degree was 
12%, 50% on medium degree, 38% on low degree, 0% on not decrease degree, and 0% 
on decrease degree. This was main calculation to answer the research problem of this 
research that there is a significant improvement of using short stories method in students’ 
reading comprehension on narrative text.  
Besides that, from the first previous research conducted by Mustafa Mubarak 
Pathan and Zamzam Emhemmad Mar’ei Al-Dersi (2013) that was focused on 
investigating the role of short stories in overcoming the problems faced by the Libyan 
EFL learners in reading comprehension skill. This research explained about how the short 
stories can help the students to overcome their problems in reading comprehension skill. 
The results showed that 75% of the students face many difficulties and problems due to 
inadequate training and practice in reading from their school level, 80% of the students 
faced problems of pronunciation while reading, almost 75% of the students were unable 
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to convey the meaning of what they were asked to read, they did not comprehend what 
they had read, they has insufficient vocabulary, they got difficult materials, and almost 90 
% of the students like the short stories as alternative material in developing reading skill. 
The second previous research was  conducted  by  Naeemeh Kharaghani 
(2013) that was focused on the effect of short stories on reading comprehension ability of 
Iranian EFL learners. This research told about how using of short stories can effect 
reading comprehension abilities of Iranian English language learners. In the research, the 
writer used a quasi-experimental method, which is she used two classes. The class taught 
by using instructional reading- based textbook, called controlled class. The other class 
taught by using short stories, called experimental class. To get data, the writer used some 
instruments in her research. They are test, and questionnaire. The purposes are to find the 
effectiveness of using short stories on reading comprehension ability of Iranian EFL 
learners, and to know personal feelings towards the instructional texts and short stories. 
After giving the data of the instruments, the writer analyzed the data and got the result of 
her research. The result is that mean score of the experimental class was about 25 and the 
mean score of the controlled class was about 18. It indicated that the students of the 
experimental class were better than the students of the controlled class. In addition, the 
result of questionnaire used also indicated that most of the students agree with the short 




First of all, the several strengths of the research, the attractive  and  familiar topic  is 
important to make students interest to read. The result revealed that using short stories 
method helped them a lot to understand the text, the result of data statistical of this 
research is precise and reliable. The research procedures are well organized and easy to 
understand. There were also found several weaknesses from the findings of the text. The 
detected weaknesses were including the students difficulties in understanding an 




According to the statistical calculation which was analyzed in the research finding, the 
writer concluded that teaching reading comprehension of narrative text by using short 
stories has a significant effect on the students’ score. The conclusion of this research is 
supported by research findings from pre-test and post-test. The result shows that the 
average of pre-test score was 59.06. After giving treatments using short story method, the 
average of post-test score was 75.47 which mean the average of post-test result is higher 
than pre-test.  
In addition, the result was supported by the analysis of the students' score using 
T-test formula. The calculation showed that tobserved was 18.198 and tcritical at the 
significant degree (α) = 0.05 was 2.0395. The value of tobserved was higher than tcritical. The 
data showed that tobserved ≥ tcritical, so the Null Hypothesis (Ho) is rejected and 
Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. It means that there is a significant improvement 
of using short stories method in students’ reading comprehension on narrative text. Then, 
based on normalized gain data there is an increase on pre-test to post-test as result 0.45 so 
it is categorized medium increase.  In conclusion, short stories could be alternative 
material to teach narrative text at second grade students of one of junior high school in 
West Java.  
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